
21. Professor Origami Does Awesome and Aw(e)ful 
Things with Paper (Tuesday, March 6 only)
Professor Origami will show everyone how to make passenger 
pigeons, flapping birds, Pern dragons, dinosaurs or whatever 
other awful paper animals we have time to create. We will 
work together to fold colorful squares of paper into awesome 
animals, helping each other as needed. You will take home at 
least one piece of original origami that you made yourself, the 
knowledge to make more at home and another origami animal 
made by Professor Origami.
Bill and Peggy Cosgrove

22. Create Your Own Fractal Art: Ancient Patterns Meet 
the Digital Age (Tuesday, March 6 only)
Fractals (repeating patterns that grow bigger and bigger or 
smaller and smaller) are found in nature and have been a 
critical part of art and culture for thousands of years. Now, 
these powerful, efficient patterns are applied to architecture, 
art, science, engineering and technology. Learn about the 
different types of fractal patterns and create some 2D and 3D 
fractal patterns of your own!
Jennifer Schuetz 

23. Information Detective (Tuesday, March 6 only)
It’s on the internet, so it has to be true, right? Think again! With 
so much information readily available and at your fingertips, 
how can you tell what’s real from what’s fake? Learn to be a 
super sleuth by sorting out fact from fiction! In this session, we’ll 
explore how to research accurate information and investigate 
credible sources for nonfiction writing.
Susan Hamen

24. Creating Characters (Wednesday, March 7 only)
How do writers create characters that feel real? How can 
we make readers believe in a person or creature who does 
not exist? In this fiction workshop, we will get to know our 
characters, starting with the basic details and then digging 
deeper. We’ll pick our characters’ pockets, look at their wish 
lists and peek into their journals, all while learning about 
motivation, backstory and voice.
Jacqueline West 

25. The One Page Comic Book (Wednesday, March 7 only)
In this session you will turn a plain sheet of paper into an eight-
page comic book. Develop and illustrate a short visual narrative 
to challenge your assumptions of what is possible and see how 
a story can be simplified to its bare essentials.
Preston Drum

26. You Are a Book Character (Wednesday, March 7 only)
Book characters are interesting, curious and special – just like 
each of us! We will play games and create a character based 
on our real lives and our creative imaginations. Have fun while 
learning a new way of writing.
Elen Bahr 

27. Creating Catchy Characters (Wednesday, March 7 only)
Whether you are writing plays, screenplays, fiction, memoirs 
or whatever, audiences want characters they can love (or love 
to hate). Discover a useable method for creating effective 
characters. If you have a work in progress, bring it along. If not, 
we will get you started. All you need for this class is enthusiasm!
John Olive 

28. Book Arts: Make a Magical Mini Jacob’s Ladder 
(Wednesday, March 7 only)
Join us to make a book structure that magically opens in either 
direction.  Because of the unusual paper hinge, based on a 
Jacob’s ladder toy, this easy to make project produces a fun and 
impressive result. Once made, you can draw or write in your book.
Sarah Stengle

29. Global Line Dance: Patterns in Time and Space
Take a trip around the world and travel through time as you 
learn line and circle dances from all over the globe. Some are 
familiar, some are peculiar, but all are fun!
Kate Stuart 

30. Super Powered Character Creation
Do you love super heroes? This session involves creating your 
own super hero or heroine by first discussing characteristics and 
then drawing a super hero of your own! This class is jam-packed 
with a variety of super hero examples and hints for helping you 
create your original character.
Scott Rolfs 

31. Soft Pastels Made Easy
In this workshop, students will be introduced to the art of hand 
tinting black and white photographs using soft pastels chalk. 
Each student will receive a black and white photo and will work 
with soft pastels to add their own flavor and bring the photo to 
life. The end product will be a framable work of art.
Terri DeGezelle 

32. Wood Pallet Painting Party!
We will create a wood pallet sign by stenciling and painting a 
fun, uplifting quote. 
Laura Doyen 

33. Communicating Through Illustration and Design
A picture is worth a thousand words. More and more we 
communicate through visual messaging. Find out how to use art and 
design to communicate what you want to say. We will have some fun 
exploring different types of designs, as seen through a designer’s 
eye, and work through the process of creating a book cover.
Gregory R Wimmer 

34. Origami Surprise!
You may have folded origami before, but you have never folded 
origami quite like this! Learn to fold an origami model created by 
German folder, Heinz Strobl. The action origami model is made 
by folding strips of paper (rather than squares) and locking 
them together to become a model that you can move. Be ready 
for a surprise and endless fun when your model is complete!
Kathleen Sheridan 

35. Being a Versatile Writer
Learn about different types of writers, methods to improve 
writing, journaling, seeking encouragement, knowing your 
audience and more!
David Rohy 

36. Truth Tales: Writing a Novel with Real-Life Historical 
Events and People
There is a BIG difference between writing fiction and nonfiction. 
Together we will brainstorm ideas and characters, make a writing 
plan and create your very own storyboard! We will discuss how 
to add real life people and events from history into your fictional 
stories. Truth tales will add a fun twist to your creative writing. 
Rachel Britz 

Sessions for Grades 5-6



37. Write, Publish and Sell – Yes YOU Can!
You are not too young to be a published author. It just takes 
a little know-how. Learn about choosing a topic, building a 
story, publishing a book and even selling it on Amazon! Full of 
information and fun, this session is for anyone who is ready to 
become a published author this year.
Ryan Jacobson 

38. Hints and Tricks to Write in 3D, Not Flat
Learn and practice seven simple hints and tricks to make your 
writing come alive! Explore the simple tricks for settings that 
soar, dialogues that delight, action that amazes, characters 
with charisma, showing that’s not slowing and telling that’s 
compelling. Join us in this workshop that is a little bit crazy with 
lots of interaction, noise, drama and fun.
J. Michael Blumer 

39. Stories That Sing!
Collaborate to choose a song topic, angle or point of view, voice 
and mood. Experiment with styles and chords that align with the 
topic message, brainstorm lyrics as a group and create a song 
by the end of the session!
Ken Lonnquist 

40. Theater Characters
Join us for activities that help develop theater characters in 
various situations. There will be movement and other fun 
activities as we work facial expression, gestures and group 
interaction. Bring your energy and creative imagination! 
Marie Kreft

41. Writing on the Edge
Join us in this session to explore extreme sports and how to 
write about them!
Patrick Ryan 

42. The Rooster (Le Coq, El Gallo)
How did Picasso use cubism to draw portraits? Learn from 
examples how profile and frontal views of a face merge to form a 
typical “Picasso” portrait. Then create a Picasso-style rooster with 
chalk and oil pastels. We will plan for amazing results and will 
have fun looking at how each depiction is different. Learn a bit 
about Picasso as well as how “different” doesn’t mean “wrong.” 
Victor Yepez 

43. Freaky Fast Fractured Fairy Tale Fun
You know the big bad wolf got the raw end of the deal in the 
original story, right? And what about that poor witch in Hansel 
and Gretel or the ugly stepsisters? Let’s put our sinister and silly 
ideas together and find out the “true” story of your favorite fairy 
tale. You will have to be freaky fast to get this done! Choose a 
tale, twist it up and share. Act it out if you wish – props provided!
Mary Bleckwehl 

44. The Question Session: Q & A Your Way to Great Writing
What is a writer’s best tool? The question! Explore how all your 
whys, hows and what-ifs can help you come up with great ideas, 
guide your rough drafts and make your finished pieces sparkle. 
Nancy Loewen 

45. Here Be Dragons! 
Do you like stories about dragons and other mythical creatures? 
Unicorns, trolls, giants or things that go bump in the night? In 
this class, an experienced writer of fantasy stories will give you 
tips for creating your own original, marvelous creatures. Get a 
little history behind the most famous dragons and monsters and 
have time to create your own! 
Nicholas Ozment

46. Tools of the Trade: Learning to Write like Abraham Lincoln
As the last president to write his own speeches, what were the 
tools that Lincoln employed in creating his descriptive writing? 
Discover how he used words to communicate his thoughts and 
emotions while exploring examples of his speeches and letters 
to improve your writing. Then use Lincoln’s “tools of the trade” 
to create your own original piece.
Bryce Stenzel

Ruth Berglin Memorial Scholarship

The Ruth Berglin Memorial Scholarship is available to homeschool students in grades 3-9. Ruth was a long-time presenter at the SCSC 
Young Writers & Artist Conference, a dedicated homeschool teacher, former public school educator, musician and published author. 
Her book, “Dear Big, Mean, Ugly Monster” was nominated for a Minnesota Book Award and is recommended for anyone who has 
ever peered nervously under the bed after dark. 

To inquire about the scholarship, please contact Mary Hillmann at mhillmann@mnscsc.org or 507-389-2509.

REGISTRATION
Visit www.mnscsc.org click on “Events & Registration.”
Online Registration Questions/Assistance, Contact The Conference Coordinator: 

mhillmann@mnscsc.org or 507-389-2509



REGISTRATION
Visit www.mnscsc.org click on “Events & Registration.”

Online Registration Questions/Assistance, Contact The Conference Coordinator: 
mhillmann@mnscsc.org or 507-389-2509

**This is not a valid registration. Online registration is required**

Young Writers & Artists Conference Payment Coupon 
Please write: YWAC and the student's name in the memo line of your check. 

Attach this payment coupon to receive proper credit.

Attending on:  ___March 6 ___March 7              Grade Level ___(3-4) ___(5-6) ___(7-9)

Name of Student _________________________________________________________

School Name ____________________________ District Name ____________________

Name of Parent or Guardian ________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________

City ______________________ State ___ Zip __________ Phone __________________

Email ___________________________________________________________________

Send payment coupon and check payable to SCSC:  
South Central Service Cooperative

Attn: Mary Hillmann
2075 Lookout Drive

North Mankato, MN 56003                
Regular Registration (Ends Feb. 23 or when sessions are full) – $27/student

Late Registration (Feb. 24–March 2) – $37/student (limited session availability)
Walk-in Registration (March 6 or 7) – $37/student (limited session availability)


