
1. Nature Stories Need Telling! (Tuesday, March 6 only)
Do you pay attention to the furry, flying and swimming critters 
around you? Their stories need to be shared! Join us as we write 
an article together for a website, newspaper, Facebook or for 
your own journal. We’ll bring sample specimens and photos of 
animals and birds you’ve never experienced before. We need 
your creative genius to assist us in telling their story. Come 
prepared for surprises! 
Art and Barb Straub

2. Create Your Own Fractal Art: Ancient Patterns Meet 
the Digital Age (Tuesday, March 6 only)
Fractals (repeating patterns that grow bigger and bigger or 
smaller and smaller) are found in nature and have been a 
critical part of art and culture for thousands of years. Now, 
these powerful, efficient patterns are applied to architecture, 
art, science, engineering and technology. Learn about the 
different types of fractal patterns and create some 2D and 3D 
fractal patterns of your own!
Jennifer Schuetz 

3. It’s a Jungle Out There! (Tuesday, March 6 only)
Lions, tigers and monkeys, oh my! It’s a jungle out there! Henri 
Rousseau is best known for his jungle paintings. In this session, 
learn some brief history on the artist and make a jungle picture 
of your own - in Henri Rousseau style.
Kari Sehloff

4. You Are a Book Character (Wednesday, March 7 only)
Book characters are interesting, curious and special – just like 
each of us! We will play games and create a character based 
on our real lives and our creative imaginations. Have fun while 
learning a new way of writing.
Elen Bahr 

5. Global Line Dance: Patterns in Time and Space
Take a trip around the world and travel through time as you 
learn line and circle dances from all over the globe. Some are 
familiar, some are peculiar, but all are fun!
Kate Stuart 

6. Super Powered Character Creation
Do you love super heroes? This session involves creating your 
own super hero or heroine by first discussing characteristics and 
then drawing a super hero of your own! This class is jam-packed 
with a variety of super hero examples and hints for helping you 
create your original character.
Scott Rolfs 

7. Soft Pastels Made Easy
In this workshop, students will be introduced to the art of hand 
tinting black and white photographs using soft pastels chalk. 
Each student will receive a black and white photo and will work 
with soft pastels to add their own flavor and bring the photo to 
life. The end product will be a framable work of art.
Terri DeGezelle 

8. Handmade Cards 
Using a variety of arts, crafts and recycled supplies, you will 
create a variety of special occasion cards.
Marcella Eilders 

9. Hints and Tricks to Write in 3D, Not Flat
Learn and practice seven simple hints and tricks to make your 
writing come alive! Explore the simple tricks for settings that 
soar, dialogues that delight, action that amazes, characters 
with charisma, showing that’s not slowing and telling that’s 
compelling. Join us in this workshop that is a little bit crazy with 
lots of interaction, noise, drama and fun.
J. Michael Blumer 

10. Stories That Sing!
Collaborate to choose a song topic, angle or point of view, voice 
and mood. Experiment with styles and chords that align with the 
topic message, brainstorm lyrics as a group, and create a song 
by the end of the session!
Ken Lonnquist 

11. Readers Theater Fun
Readers Theater is a fun way to perform in a play without the 
anxiety of memorizing lines. This portable production relies on 
the actor’s ability to read with expression! Fun props and simple 
costumes will add to the fun and entertainment. All participants 
will become actors in our show! Come prepared to be someone 
or something you are NOT! 
Melanie M. Schmidt 

12. Human, Alien or Monster
Using the what-where-why method, design characters for fantasy 
or science fiction stories and explore how creating a character 
can help you develop the beginnings of a story. Work together to 
select adjectives for character description using the five senses 
and then develop your own characters to share with the group.
Kathryn Sullivan 

13. Are You Trying to be Funny?
Some people will tell you, “Don’t make me laugh.” Not here. 
Please make me laugh. You are funny. Use your imagination to 
make others laugh. 
Al Batt 

14. On a Roll
Roll the big dice to structure stories into 2–12 word masterpieces 
to get our creative writing juices flowing!
Jackie Jenson 

15. Here Be Dragons! 
Do you like stories about dragons and other mythical creatures? 
Unicorns, trolls, giants or things that go bump in the night? In 
this class, an experienced writer of fantasy stories will give you 
tips for creating your own original, marvelous creatures. Get a 
little history behind the most famous dragons and monsters and 
have time to create your own! 
Nicholas Ozment

16. Wow! Bumpy! Gross! The Senses in Writing
If our bodies didn’t have senses, our world would be soooo 
boring! The same goes for writing. Attend this session to 
experience all five senses firsthand – touch, sight, sound, 
smell and taste to learn how to make your writing much more 
expressive and memorable. (This session is NOT for students 
with contact or food allergies).
Lisa M. Bolt Simons

Sessions for Grades 3-4



Ruth Berglin Memorial Scholarship
The Ruth Berglin Memorial Scholarship is available to homeschool students in grades 3-9. Ruth was a long-time presenter at the SCSC 
Young Writers & Artist Conference, a dedicated homeschool teacher, former public school educator, musician and published author. 
Her book, “Dear Big, Mean, Ugly Monster” was nominated for a Minnesota Book Award and is recommended for anyone who has 
ever peered nervously under the bed after dark. 

To inquire about the scholarship, please contact Mary Hillmann at mhillmann@mnscsc.org or 507-389-2509.

17. Communicating Through Illustration and Design
A picture is worth a thousand words. More and more we 
communicate through visual messaging. Find out how to use art and 
design to communicate what you want to say. We will have some fun 
exploring different types of designs, as seen through a designer’s 
eye, and work through the process of creating a book cover.
Gregory R Wimmer 

18. Being a Versatile Writer
Learn about different types of writers, methods to improve 
writing, journaling, seeking encouragement, knowing your 
audience and more!
David Rohy 

19. The Question Session: Q & A Your Way to Great 
Writing
What is a writer’s best tool? The question! Explore how all your 
whys, hows and what-ifs can help you come up with great ideas, 
guide your rough drafts and make your finished pieces sparkle. 
Nancy Loewen 

20. Freaky Fast Fractured Fairy Tale Fun
You know the big bad wolf got the raw end of the deal in the 
original story, right? And what about that poor witch in Hansel 
and Gretel or the ugly stepsisters? Let’s put our sinister and silly 
ideas together and find out the “true” story of your favorite fairy 
tale. You will have to be freaky fast to get this done! Choose a 
tale, twist it up and share. Act it out if you wish – props provided!
Mary Bleckwehl 

REGISTRATION
Visit www.mnscsc.org click on “Events & Registration.”

Online Registration Questions/Assistance, Contact The Conference Coordinator: 
mhillmann@mnscsc.org or 507-389-2509

**This is not a valid registration. Online registration is required**

Young Writers & Artists Conference Payment Coupon 
Please write: YWAC and the student's name in the memo line of your check. 

Attach this payment coupon to receive proper credit.

Attending on:  ___March 6 ___March 7              Grade Level ___(3-4) ___(5-6) ___(7-9)

Name of Student _________________________________________________________

School Name ____________________________ District Name ____________________

Name of Parent or Guardian ________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________

City ______________________ State ___ Zip __________ Phone __________________

Email ___________________________________________________________________

Send payment coupon and check payable to SCSC:  
South Central Service Cooperative

Attn: Mary Hillmann
2075 Lookout Drive

North Mankato, MN 56003                
Regular Registration (Ends Feb. 23 or when sessions are full) – $27/student

Late Registration (Feb. 24–March 2) – $37/student (limited session availability)
Walk-in Registration (March 6 or 7) – $37/student (limited session availability)


