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Celebrating Wanda Sommers Wall
SCSC is wishing a Happy 20-Year Work
Anniversary to Wanda Sommers Wall!
Wanda started as a contractor at SCSC in
2002 and was then hired as Operations
Manager upon the retirement of Paul Olson,
before moving into her current role of
SCSC’s Education & Innovations Director
and Synergy & Leadership Exchange
Executive Director. Thank you, Wanda, for all
you’ve done and continue to do for SCSC
and Synergy.

Memorial Day
SCSC offices will be closed on May 30 in observance of Memorial Day.

SCSC Photography Contest
With nice weather (finally!) here, it’s a perfect time to get out and photograph the
scenes and people of Minnesota. SCSC members are invited to submit their
high-resolution shots of Minnesota to the SCSC Photography Contest. Winning
photos will be published in the SCSC 2023 calendar, which will highlight the
North Star State! View the flyer and submit photos by July 31, 2022. Email
entries to: scscontest@mnscsc.org.

Cooperative Purchasing

Wellness

Wacky Holidays in May
By Hannah Keltgen

New CPC Vendors and Paper Catalog

We all know about the holidays Cinco de Mayo and
Mother’s Day, but did you know May is filled with
unique and wacky days to celebrate? May 14 is
National Dance Like a Chicken Day (cluck, cluck!)
and May 8 is No Socks Day, to name a few.
With so many fun options, we can all find something
to celebrate in May!
May 4 • Star Wars Day
May 8 • No Socks Day
May 13 • International Hummus Day
May 14 • Dance Like a Chicken Day
May 15 • National Chocolate Chip Day
May 19 • World Plant a Vegetable Garden Day
May 20 • National Bike to Work Day (third Friday of
the month)
May 23 • Lucky Penny Day
May 28 • National Hamburger Day
May 31 • National Macaroon Day
Details and other fun holidays may be found at
holidayinsights.com

Cooperative Purchasing Connection (CPC)
recently onboarded five new vendors to better
meet your needs!
• Fastenal - maintenance, repair, and
operations products and solutions.
• Idea Translations - translation services.
• Medicaleshop - medical equipment and
supplies
• Staging Concepts - portable stages, field
modifications, ramps, barricades, media
risers, acoustical shells, and more.
• United Language Group - translation,
localization, and interpreting solutions.
CPC has also awarded a contract for paper to
Business Essentials. The CPC Paper Catalog
will be released in early May. Members will be
able to order from the CPC Paper Catalog in
Express when the catalog is released. A digital
catalog will also be sent to all members.
Learn more about these new vendors at
purchasingconnection.org or contact CPC at
888-739-3289 / Email

Local Government Solutions
SCSC is assisting the City of Bryon, Minnesota in the search for their next city administrator. Byron is a
flourishing community that provides the groundwork for vigorous neighborhoods and thriving businesses.
Qualified persons are invited to apply by May 13, 2022. Details about the job, a profile of Byron, and an
application may be found at mnscsc.org/ccoga.

Low Incidence
Tuition Support Available
Tuition support is available for Region 9 school employees considering
enrolling in a program to become a special education teacher. For more
information, please reach out to Erin Toninato, SCSC Special Education
Director, at 507-389-1914 Ext. 2010 or etoninato@mnscsc.org.
Applications are accepted throughout the year and tuition is supported by
Low Incidence Grant funds.

Career and Technical Education

St. Peter High School Culinary Students Create Feast with St. Paul College Future Chefs
By Amanda Blue, St. Peter High School
St. Peter High School students in Mrs. Blue's Advanced Culinary class visited St. Paul College on April
20 for a tour of their Culinary Arts Program. Chef Jason Ross and his culinary students hosted the
Saints. St. Peter students were immediately assigned to teams with college students to engage in a
variety of culinary tasks with the end goal of producing a meal for everyone to share. Mrs. Blue's
students seared salmon, carved roasted chickens, frosted cakes, seasoned soup, made rice pilaf,
created a Caesar salad, roasted asparagus, and made raspberry lemonade for the buffet meal
alongside their college student counterparts. MORE >>

Summer is all about going to camp!
For high school students interested in pursuing a career in the skilled
trades, this summer provides many opportunities for exploration. Three
CTE (Career and Technical Education) camps are taking place in June:
South Central Construction Trades Boot Camp (June 13–24;
Mankato West High School)
SCRUBS Camp (June 14–16; MSU-Mankato. Registration is closed.)
Transportation Works Camp: Get Your Future in Gear (June 21–23,
MSU-M, SCC, and Arnold’s of Mankato
The camps include hands-on activities with working professionals, tours, and plenty of time to ask
questions of industry professionals. Eligible ages and costs vary by camp. Scholarships are available
for Transportation Works. (Although SCRUBS camp is full for this year, it is held annually so students
should consider it for next summer.)

Center for Interactive Learning and Collaboration
May is Mental Health Awareness Month

Educators: are you looking for ways to expand your mental health curriculum?
CILC has created a list of 10 virtual learning programs for Mental Health Awareness. These
opportunities help alleviate stress and anxiety through exciting, engaging programs that offer students
a "break" from reality along with teaching empathy, balance, productive energy release, and more.
View the programs

Professional Development Opportunities
Are you looking to join a community of practice? Do you need CEUs or to fulfill relicensure requirements? Would
you like to elevate your teaching practices? SCSC has many options for continuing education and professional
development. Visit our Events Calendar to see scheduled events or contact us with individual needs. We are
here to help!
FOR EDUCATORS
ISTE Certification • June 14
Contact: Dave Paschke
Transform educator practice through ISTE Certification. This is a competency based, vendor-neutral teacher
certification based on ISTE standards for Educators. Our next SCSC-sponsored ISTE Certification cohort starts
on June 14 with the Virtual Prework Session opening on June 1. All work can be done online. Find out more
here.
Educator Renewal and Leadership Workshop Series and Community
Contact: Dave Paschke
The SCSC has collaborated with Longview Education to develop a workshop series to help educators renew or
strengthen their love affair with teaching. The framework and materials developed can be customized to support
a variety of initiatives while supporting each educators’ own learning goals. Let me know if you have any interest
in using these materials this summer or next school year. We can help with planning, customization, and
instruction. See the information sheet and slide deck for additional information. Tentative dates are Sept. 22,
Nov. 10, and Jan. 26; cost will be determined soon.
Leadership Workshop Series
Contact: Dave Paschke
The SCSC is considering offering a three-part workshop series during the next school year for leaders who are
tasked with teaching and coaching the teachers and other adults in a school setting. We would likely have a
session in the fall, winter and spring for teams or individuals who would like to improve their understanding of
adult teaching and learning. View this flyer for more information and please let Dave Paschke know if you or
others from your district might be interested in this workshop series.
Reading Academy • June 13
Contact: Mary Hillmann
Dive into reading with our reading academy series at the SCSC Conference Center! Select one of the lists, enjoy
reading the books, submit an online review for each book you read, and then convene for a full day of
networking, best practices, book discussions, and literacy resources. Click here for more information.
Relicensure in a Day • June 15
Contact: Mary Hillmann
As part of the 125 clock-hour requirement for license renewal, the Minnesota Legislature, by statute, requires ALL
teachers to show evidence in specific areas to renew a license. These sessions are offered in one day and the
times and areas are:
Cultural Competency 8–9 a.m.
Early Warning Signs of Mental Illness 9–10 a.m.
Suicide Prevention 10–11 a.m.
English Language Learners 11 a.m.–12 p.m.
Reading Preparation 1–2 p.m.
PBIS/Accommodations 2–3 p.m.
If attending Cultural Competency, you will receive additional instructions on assignments that need to be
completed in advance of attending the session (a self-assessment and multiple readings). Participants may
register for all six areas or choose individual sessions. Register Here.
COMMUNITIES OF PRACTICE
Communities of practice harness the power of the group, helping leaders make connections that foster
collaborative problem solving and professional growth.
Regional Curriculum & Digital Education Leaders • May 3
Contact: Dave Paschke
This is our last meeting for the school year. The meetings for curriculum and technology specialists each year
support leadership and professional growth initiatives and provide opportunities for communication and
collaboration. This DELTA Community is open to all school curriculum and technology leaders and agencies that
support PK–12 students and school leaders. Lunch is provided. ZOOM virtual option.
Student Data Privacy & Cyber Security Cohort • May 18
Contact: Jason Borglum
The Student Data Privacy/Cybersecurity Cohort is open to anyone who is interested in supporting student data
privacy and cybersecurity initiatives in K–12 educational environments in the public or private sectors in South
Central Minnesota. The Student Data Privacy/Cybersecurity Cohort meets four to five times per school year to
share information, problem-solve and receive updates from national, state, and regional education and
governmental agencies.

View All SCSC Events

Synergy Leadership Exchange

Nominate Your Students as Academic All-Stars!
By Leah Garry
It is time to nominate your students as Academic-All Stars! All Minnesota K–12 teachers, principals and
academic challenge coordinators are invited to designate students as "Academic All-Stars," to be eligible to
attend the 2022 Gathering of Champions. This free annual celebration and recognition of student excellence is
sponsored by Synergy & Leadership Exchange and its educational partners. The 2022 Gathering of Champions
will be held at the Mall of America on Friday, August 5. MORE >>
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